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Dear Parents/Carers

We have now reached the end of undoubtedly the toughest academic year that we have all faced.
The staff, pupils and you (our community) have been incredible. Collectively we have withstood
the effects of a pandemic while continuing to face the reality of providing first rate education for
our children. Before we all head into the summer holidays and what I hope will be a long and
thoroughly deserved break, I wanted to thank you sincerely for all you have done throughout
this year and throughout the eight years I have been at St Aloysius. The last eighteen months
have been the most challenging of my career but there have been many moments of happiness
and light.

Friday is my final day at St Aloysius for a year because I'll be seconded to our Trust, Bishop
Chadwick Catholic Education Trust, as School Improvement Lead for Primary. In the time I am
away I am going to miss many things about St Aloysius: the children, the parents and family
members as well as the community of the parish and Hebburn.

I have great admiration for the dignified, determined, and courageous way our community has
met the impossible demands of the national crisis. This term in particular, it has been incredibly
demanding and gruelling, as infection rates, pupil isolations, and staff absences have
dramatically increased the demands upon us all. Throughout the pandemic the people across
our community have stepped up under unbelievably difficult circumstances to support each
other. They have kept our vulnerable students safe, supported families in need, and allowed our
key workers to do their jobs, whilst also providing first rate education. I honestly believe that
we have all done an amazing job.

Looking back in the time I have been at St Aloysius there have been many things to celebrate
with pride including outstanding inspection outcomes, achieving ‘World Class Status’ and last
month becoming the TES Primary School of the Year. I will look back with great pride on these
external achievements but I will remember the great times we have had together more. I've
always loved the school celebrations: the Talent Shows, Fun Runs and Fairs. It has always been
the highlight of my day calling into each class throughout the day whilst seeing and getting to
know our children. I’ve appreciated the warmth of the welcome I get from parents and
grandparents around the yard at the start and end of the day. I’ve loved seeing the children excel
academically, socially and spiritually. I’m really proud of the pupils of St Aloysius (past and
present); but it is vital that you are ambitious for our children because they deserve the best and
deserve to do well throughout their life.

I hope you have a safe and restful summer. I look forward to seeing you in the future, I’ll still be
popping into St Aloysius because I love the place, the people and the community.

http://www.st-aloysius.co.uk


I have no doubt that our community will continue to go from strength to strength in my absence.
Miss Fenwick will excel next year as Head Teacher and she will take St Aloysius in her own
direction but it’ll be equally exciting, the pupils will remain the heart of the community and they
will excel.

St Aloysius will continue to remain close to my heart, my family has grown up whilst I’ve been
privileged to be here. It’s a new chapter for all of us but it'll be an exciting one and until we meet
again …

May the road rise to meet you,
May the wind be always at your back.

May the sun shine warm upon your face,
The rains fall soft upon your fields.

And until we meet again,
May God hold you in the palm of his hand.

I could not think of a better Acting Head Teacher than Miss Kathryn Fenwick.  I know you will
support her in her work for your children next year. The school will close at the usual staggered
times on Friday 23rd July and will reopen on Tuesday September 7th.

Have a very happy summer holiday, with very best wishes

Nick Conway


