
Number Day at St Aloysius 06/02/26



EYFS

Number Day at St Aloysius

The children in Reception dressed in lots of 

different numbers for 'Number Day'. They 

were each asked to bring in some money 

and bought a cake from the cake stall. We 

talked about handling money and the 

different coins we have. Throughout the 

day we took part in lots of number themed 

activities. We set up our own shop in the 

classroom. We made 'Numberblocks' from 

1 to 5. We played dominoes and some of 

us even made our own dominoes.

In the afternoon we went into the hall and 

played some number games. Our teachers 

shouted out a number and we needed to 

make a group matching that number. It was 

tricky at times but we had lots of fun.

Pupil Voice

'I know that I need to 

use my money to buy a 

cake, you can't just take 

one' -Ethan

'I liked working as a 

team to play the number 

game, it was hard 

sometimes because not 

everyone had a group' -

Alfie

'I made some dominoes, 

you have to match the 

same numbers' -Elsie

Learning Objective: To understand the importance of money in our everyday 

lives



CH

Number Day at St Aloysius

The children in Year 1 and Year 2 were 

tasked with a secret mission by 'SpyBot'. 

The children had to crack the code by 

finding out the missing numbers which 

then represented a letter. This activity 

encouraged problem-solving, reasoning, 

and fluency with number facts.

For the second activity, pupils played a 

game of Snakes and Ladders. The board 

incorporated Numicon shapes to 

represent the numbers, allowing 

children to visualise and reinforce 

number recognition and quantity. As 

they moved around the board, they 

practised counting and recognising 

number patterns in a fun and interactive 

way.

Pupil Voice

"The missing number is 

8. 2 + 8 =10."

"I think it must be 4 'cos 

you need that to make 

10."

"When you roll the dice, 

you need to make sure 

you jump forwards."

Learning Objective: To develop fluency in number bonds to 10 and to follow 

and explain the rules of a board game.



PS/NS

Number Day at St Aloysius

For Number Day, the children learned about 

paying with cash and card. We explored how 

cash requires us to count out coins and notes 

carefully to make the correct amount. We 

then compared this to using a contactless 

card, where money is transferred 

electronically from a bank account by tapping 

a card on a machine.

The children then enjoyed a role-play shop, 

taking on roles such as customers, 

shopkeepers, managers and stock assistants. 

Each customer chose whether to pay with 

cash or card and explained their reasons. 

Many enjoyed counting out coins, while 

others liked how quick and easy card 

payments were.

This helped the children apply their maths 

skills in a fun, real-life context.

Photos

Pupil Voice

"I would pay by card 

because it is easier to just 

tap it on the machine"

"I think paying by cash is 

better because then you 

get to have notes and 

coins!"

"I enjoyed being the 

shopkeeper as I had to 

count the money and take 

payment"

Learning Objective: To recognise that payment can be made with either cash or 

card.



JAB

Number Day at St Aloysius

Following on from the links with careers day the 

classes discussed different careers and made 

estimates to how much these jobs/careers would 

pay.

Throughout this lesson the children used the 

IPADS to research figures and information of 

different careers to find the wage and salaries 

associated with these roles.

Within the lesson children 

used their understanding to also research 

different objects or items they might want to buy 

when they are in the working world - making 

links to the money we have, the money we 

spend and the wants/needs throughout our 

lives.

As well as this children spent a small amount of 

time within this lesson looking at different 

money and ways we could pay.

Photos

Pupil Voice

"I did not realise how 

much some cars cost" 

Harry.

"I wonder how much my 

teachers get paid?" 

George.

"I liked to look at the 

notes because it is fun to 

pay with cash" 

Francesca

Learning Objective: To recognise costs, wages and salaries based on a range of 

careers.



NA

Number Day at St Aloysius

Today the children took part in a fun 

shopping role-play to learn about money. 

They were given a set amount of coins and 

chose items to buy from the class shop, 

deciding between needs and wants. The 

children used counting and simple addition 

to check prices and manage their money. 

After shopping, different real-life scenarios 

were introduced and the children reflected 

on whether their purchases helped them. 

They were able to decide whether their 

purchase was a need or a want. We 

discussed spending versus saving and 

considered how different choices affect 

outcomes. Through discussion and problem 

solving the children were able to identify 

financial needs and wants and make 

sensible money decisions.

Photos

Pupil Voice

"A switch is nice to have 

but we don't need it, it 

is not essential for us to 

survive" - Gracie Year 2

"I bought essentials at 

the St Aloysius shop, I 

can save my money to 

buy things that I want 

later like a toy." - Harry B 

Year 2

Learning Objective: To recognise needs vs wants when making decisions on 

spending money and when to save money.



KD

Number Day at St Aloysius

In Year 3 and 4 we have been considering advantages 

and disadvantages of using card versus using cash to 

pay for goods and services. During this session we were 

able to:

● Know the difference between cash and card

● Understand how people use money to buy things

● Choose the right way to pay in different 

situations

● Play 'shopping' using cash and card.

We know that money comes in two forms – cash 

(coins and notes) which is tangible and we carry it in 

our purse, wallet or pocket and card which is a small 

piece of plastic with an electronic chip that transfers 

money direct from our bank account.

We discussed the convenience and speed of using card 

rather than cash, especially when spending large 

amounts of money. However, we also considered the 

safety aspects and how we must ensure our card and 

PIN number are always stored safely.

We talked about situations when cash might be more 

suitable, small shops, school fayre, spending smaller 

amounts of money. 

Finally, we played a shopping game, using both cash 

and card to pay for the items on our shopping list.

Pupil Voice

I enjoyed playing the 

shop, it was really fun 

getting to play using 

cash and card.

I enjoyed learning about 

the importance of not 

wasting money on 

things you don't need.

I enjoyed learning about 

the different coins.

I found out about saving 

my money up for things 

that I need.

Learning Objective: To consider the advantages and disadvantages of using card vs 

cash



KL

Number Day at St Aloysius

Year 3 and 4 used their number 

knowledge of addition, subtraction, 

multiplication and division to work 

through clues and cryptic patterns to 

solve a mystery!

We used the resources to explore the 

clues and information, using our 

reasoning skills to make deductions. The 

children looked for number patterns, 

finding what the correlation between 

each number was. They found the 

missing number to reveal secret codes 

which would lead them to the next 

mathematical code. 

Photos

Pupil Voice

I enjoyed working 

through the different 

clues. 

I enjoyed finding out 

who stole the trophy.

I liked working with my 

friends. 

Learning Objective: To use our number knowledge to work through problems and 

cryptic clues. 



LC

Number Day at St Aloysius

Our learning objective was to understand and 

explain the difference between good debt and 

bad debt. The children explored key money 

vocabulary including borrow, debt, interest and 

invest, matching definitions and discussing what 

each word means in real life.

We then looked at how interest works. Pupils 

learned that when you borrow money, you must 

pay back the amount borrowed plus extra 

money, called interest. They solved problems to 

calculate how much would be repaid and 

discussed why borrowing can sometimes make 

things more expensive.

The class had thoughtful discussions about when 

borrowing might be a smart choice and when it 

might not be. It was wonderful to see such 

mature thinking and great mathematical 

reasoning!

A fantastic Number Day filled with real-life 

learning and brilliant engagement from 

everyone. 

Pupil Voice:

“I think debt can be good or 
bad but it matters what you 

use it for. It might be worth 

paying the interest for a 

house.”

“Debt isn’t good for things 
like toys. You should try to 

save your money instead.”

“Interest is the extra money 
you have to pay back if you 

borrow.”

Learning Objective: To understand and explain the difference between good 

debt and bad debt.



AP

Number Day at St Aloysius

Info

The children explored the wide range of jobs that exist in 

society, including both paid and unpaid roles. They 

discussed different jobs they might like to do in the 

future and how these jobs help people to earn money. 

Through discussion, the children developed an 

understanding of why some jobs are paid more than 

others, considering factors such as skills, training and 

responsibility.

Working collaboratively in groups, the children took part 

in a practical activity to deepen their understanding of 

how work, salaries and spending are connected. Using 

play money and labelled envelopes, they were given a 

£100 salary and worked together to decide how this 

money should be allocated to different outgoings, such 

as food, bills and savings. This activity helped them to 

apply their understanding of earning and spending 

money in a real-life context.

Photos

Pupil Voice

"Parents who go to work get a 

salary every month and they 

use it to pay the rent and buy 

nice things."

"A budget help people to plan 

their spendings."

"We don’t get a salary like our 
grownups, but we do have 

money from Christmas and 

birthdays that help us to buy 

things we want."

Learning Objective: To understand how work, salaries and spending fit together.



RH

Number Day at St Aloysius

Today the children learned about 

different jobs available within society. 

We learned about how to become 

qualified to apply for certain jobs and 

then talked about the finances relating 

to them. We then each thought about a 

job we would love to do when we grow 

up. The children then created a poster 

where they drew themselves working 

their dream job but also creating a 

realistic financial plan. Using the salary 

given from each job, the children then 

created a plan of their incomings and 

outgoings. This gave the children an 

opportunity to learn about the reality of 

financial planning and payments to 

consider such as taxes. 

Photos

Pupil Voice

‘I didn’t realise how 
many things we have to 

pay for as adults’ 

‘I now know I will have 
to get a degree to 

become a vet’

‘I already don’t like 
paying tax’

Learning Objective: To recognise the link between jobs and finances. 



SK

Number Day at St Aloysius

During Number Day, children in UKS2 took 

part in an exciting code-breaking challenge. 

Working in teams, they solved a variety of 

mathematical problems to uncover 

numbers that formed secret codes. Each 

correct answer helped them unlock the 

next clue, gradually revealing hidden 

messages. The activity encouraged pupils to 

apply their reasoning, problem-solving and 

teamwork skills while developing 

confidence with numbers. There was a real 

buzz in the classroom as groups discussed 

strategies and checked their calculations 

carefully. The challenge kept everyone 

engaged and motivated, and the children 

were thrilled when they successfully 

cracked the codes and discovered the final 

messages hidden within the puzzles.

Photos

Pupil Voice

"It was really fun 

working in teams."

"We were happy when 

we worked out the code 

and could write out the 

hidden message."

"This maths was fun!"

Learning Objective: To use problem-solving and reasoning skills to solve maths 

challenges and crack hidden codes.



SM

Number Day at St Aloysius

Learning Objective: To analyse different purchasing scenarios and decide whether 

cash or card would be the most appropriate payment method.

During the lesson, pupils learned about 

the difference between paying with cash 

and using a card. They explored how 

people use money to buy goods and 

services in everyday life. Pupils 

discussed different situations and 

practised deciding whether cash or a 

card would be the most suitable way to 

pay. As part of the lesson, they took part 

in a “shopping” role-play activity where 

they used both cash and cards to buy 

items. This helped them understand 

how payments work in real-life 

situations. At the end of the lesson, 

pupils shared their opinions about 

which payment method they preferred 

and explained their reasons for their 

choice.

Photos:

Pupil Voice:

"My favourite part was 

paying with cash because 

I had to count my money."

"Using cash helped me 

understand how money 

works in a shop."

"I liked comparing cash 

and card payments 

because it made me think 

about which one is better 

in different situations."



BT

Number Day at St Aloysius

Within this session, the children began 

learning about what debt is and the 

impact it can have on people.

After learning the basics of debt, we 

started to look at the difference 

between good debt and bad debt and 

how this can affect us in life.

We shared examples of good debt and 

how this can positively impact your 

job prospects and your future before 

exploring bad debt and how this 

drains your financial state and your 

mental health.

Photos

Pupil Voice

I enjoyed being in 

control of a budget.

I can now see how easy 

it would be to get bad 

debt. 

I now know that you 

have to work within 

your means and try not 

to get into bad debt.

Learning Objective: To understand what debt is and the difference between good 

debt and bad debt.
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