Geography O St Aloysins

“The study of geography is about more than just memorizing places on a map. I+'s about
understanding the complexity of our world, appreciating the diversity of cultures that exists
acress continents.”

Barack Obama

Tutent @ III

At St Aloysius, we aim to deliver an exceptional geography education which inspires in pupils a curiosity and
fascination about the world and its people that will remain with them for the rest of their lives. Through our teaching
and learning experiences we hope to equip pupils with knowledge about diverse places, people, resources and
natural and human environments, together with a deep understanding of the Earth’s key physical and human
processes. This includes:

Locational knowledge of globally significant places;

Having opportunities to experience physical geography and human geography throughout the learning journey;
Providing opportunities to experience geography outside the classroom, where pupils will have the geographical
skills. to be competent in:

fieldwork to observe, measure record and present the human and physical features in the local area;
using a range of sources of geographical information, including maps, diagrams, globes, aerial
photographs and Geographical Information Systems (GIS);

communicate geographical information in a variety of ways, including through maps, numerical skills
and writing at length.

As pupils progress through St Aloysius, their growing knowledge about the world should help them to deepen their
understanding of the interaction between physical and human processes, and of the formation and use of
landscapes and environments. Geographical knowledge, understanding and skills provide the frameworks and
approaches that explain how the Earth’s features at different scales are shaped, interconnected and change over
time.

Geography is an enquiry led subject that seeks answers to fundamental questions such as:

Where is this place?

What is it like? (And why?)

How and why is it changing?

How does this place compare with other places?
How and why are places connected?

It is also imperative that our children don’t just answer questions but also ask and debate them:

e What could/should the world be like in the future?
e  What can we do to influence change?

At St Aloysius, we understand that geography enables children to make sense of their world. However, a geography
education must encompass more than this. It must provide opportunities which have a transformational effect on a
pupil’s perception of themselves and their relationship with learning. It must enable students to develop a
connection and understanding of the world and their place within it.
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The key threshold concepts across the Geography curriculum are taught throughout the units to develop
geographically knowledge and skills from EYFS to Y6 and beyond. The curriculum is designed for progression and
built around the overarching threshold concepts with content structured as a narrative over time, ensuring
essential knowledge is learned, applied and accessible for all pupils.

The curriculum narrative is led by the four threshold concepts:
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Location and Place Knowledae

This Threshold Concept is concerned with a location, however this is not just knowing where a place is in the world.
It includes:

Lecational knowledge Place knowledge
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Map literacy

Latitude, longitude, Equator, Narthern Hemisphere, Southern Hemisphere, the Tropics of Cancer and
Capricorn, Arctic and Antarctic Circle, the Prime/Greenwich Meridian and time zones

Some examples of what ‘location and place knowledge” might look like v books...
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Geoaraphical Techmidues

This Threshold Concept is about the use of geographical techniques such as fieldwork, but also the use of
terminology and geographer traits.
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Map literacy Numeracy & Literacy . Core skills
graphicacy
05 Maps Manipulating data Using key terminology Annotating diagrams/photos

Grid references Imterpreting sraphs & Constructing arguments Using case studies

tables
Lat & Long Writing persuasive Caussas, effects, responsss

Constructing graphs arguments

Atlazes Processss = landforms

Globes Inferring information &
GIS [Google maps) judgements

Aerial photos

Some examples of what ‘geographical techvidues’ might look like in books...
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Physical Features and Processes

The third Threshold Concept looks at the natural landscapes, features and the processes which create them.
This is done in two stages:

Characteristics (Describe) \ Processes (Explain)
M
I
What does the feature look like ! Why does the feature / event occur

What makes it unigue Step-by-step

Directly link how the processes create the
characteristics

Dimensions

Observations [figures, photos, diagram)




Some examples of what ‘physical features and processes’ might look like v books...
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Human Interaction with the Environmewnt

The fourth Threshold Concept looks at the relationship between human activity and places, identifying land use
and recognising how the environment is managed.

Land use

Types of settlenment
and land use

Economic activity
imcluding trade links

Distribution of natural
resources including
energy, food, minerals
and water
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Human impacts

Human impacts on the
matural environment

Human induced
hazards

Impacts of natural
hazards an people

Human responses

Human responses to
mnatural hazards

Human responses to
human imduced hazards
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The impact of our Geography curriculum at St Aloysius is measured in a variety of ways: questioning during lesson
time, the marking children’s written work, listening to child-led discussion, and listening to our pupil voice across
the school. As they reach the end of Year 6, our children will:

Talk enthusiastically about geography.

Have a growing knowledge of the world and their place in it.

Use subject specific vocabulary effectively in both written and verbal work;

Understand their place in the world and are aware of contemporary issues such as deforestation and

sustainability.

Aspire to discover more about the world, through reading, travel or the media.

Know that they can use their voice to express themselves and their opinions.

Know that they have an impact on our planet.

Curriculum Cuueraie

o Morth America
Yo el Biomes

Upper

K52 Matural Resources
¥5 Settlements and Land Use

Coasts
Y4 lourney of the River

My Place in the World: The Volcanoes and Earthquakes

¥3
United Kingdom

Y2 Handa's Africa Adventure Planet Earth

Where | live Wonderful weather
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